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Chapel is back

Harding reverts to one combined chapel for the first time in eight years

Photo by MADISON MEYER

Student Association president Ethan Brazell speaks in chapel in the Benson Auditorium on Wednesday, Aug. 25. This year, the entire student body
gathers for chapel in the Benson daily.
back in the Benson, worshipping alongside
Junior Ellieze Hood was one of the students
“It feels really good to be able to start
GABRIEL HUFF
her friends.
who chose to sit in this area.
heading back to normalcy, and I’m personally
asst. copy editor
“The joy and energy was palpable,”
“I think it’s really irresponsible for the heads just very glad that we are able to worship
JANAE’ BRADSHAW
Masters said. “I felt it, and I knew my of the University to gather all students in one without masks on so that we’re able to actually
student writer
friends did too, in fact I looked over at my place every day and not require masks, proof hear each others’ voices, ‘cause I remember
All Harding students and faculty gathered chapel buddy Abby Foust and there were of vaccination, a negative [COVID-19] test last year when we’d stand up, and we’re all
for the first combined chapel since 2013 in tears of joy in her eyes. I was reminded or even a temperature reading,” Hood said. spread out—it was almost like we couldn’t
the Benson Auditorium on Aug. 23.
of how special it is to gather together.
According to the COVID-19 information even hear each other,” Webb said.
“There has been an incredible energy It’s something I won’t take for granted on the Harding website as of Sept.1, there
In addition to a change in format this
inside the Benson Auditorium every day anymore for sure.”
are 28 positive cases with 53 people in year, Brazell said he wants a standard of
for chapel so far,” Student Association (SA)
Brazell said many people are tuned into quarantine, which does not include those who excellence for chapel.
president Ethan Brazell, a chapel committee chapel.
are vaccinated but are close contacts. Fifteen
“[We are] making sure that there’s a
member, said. “Anytime someone’s made an
“There’s been a lot of people really, really people have recovered from COVID-19 variety of different types of programs that
announcement, it’s been met with an audience invested in what’s going on, and I think that’s since Aug. 23.
happen in chapel,” Brazell said. “For example,
reaction. Anytime I’ve had the opportunity for two reasons: for one, the high quality
Sophomore Allie Nesbitt does not sit in we are trying to bring someone in from the
to speak up on stage, there’s been a lot of speakers, presentations and programs this the masked section but chooses to wear a community once a week to be able to talk
interaction and attention from everyone in year and also, kind of this uplifting energy of mask in chapel.
about something that’s going on in our local
the Benson.”
everyone being together, and I think everyone
“It is honestly a little surprising to community—here in Searcy and in White
As enrollment numbers declined over the feels that,” Brazell said.
look around and see everyone so close County. We’re trying to have a student-led
past six years, there were plans in place to shift
However, chapel has not returned completely together without masks,” Nesbitt said. chapel once a week… So, we’re trying to break
to one chapel time at the start of the 2020 to normal. Having over 2,000 people in the “I am definitely not trying to control up some of the monotony by having a variety
school year, but the spread of COVID-19 same space amidst the ongoing COVID-19 what other people choose to do, but I of different types of speakers and keeping it
delayed those plans.
pandemic without any distancing or mask personally feel better about wearing a fresh for chapel. Since it is everyday, we just
Some students were excited to be back requirements has left some students concerned. mask, especially in chapel.”
want to keep it fresh.”
together with the whole student body. Junior Students were given an option to choose a
Junior Bo Webb was happy everyone
Caroline Birdwell and Everett Kirkman
Abbey Masters, SA secretary and member of chapel seat in a socially distanced section could be back together again without also contributed to this story.
the chapel committee, said she was glad to be where masks would be worn.
having to wear masks.

FDA Approves Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine
CHARLI TURNER
student writer

Hixson-Wallace also said the PfizerBioNTech vaccine has an excellent safety
profile, and rarely has such a life saving
treatment been so readily available to the
public.
To further the effort of making the vaccine
readily available, Harding has hosted several
vaccine clinics already and there will be more
as the year continues, Hixson-Wallace said.

Information on upcoming vaccine clinics will
be sent to Harding email accounts and can
also be found on Harding’s website under
“COVID-19 Information.”
Dr. Jeanie Smith, assistant dean of
student affairs and associate professor of
pharmacy, said the vaccine has the ability
to save the lives of those who are infected
with COVID-19.

“The COVID-19 vaccine is safe, and it
has the ability to save your life,” Smith said.
“You are a valuable person, deeply loved by
many people. Make the decision today to get
the COVID vaccine. We will have another
on-campus vaccine clinic on Thursday, Sept.
15, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Liberty
Room of the Burks American Heritage
Building.”

On Aug. 23, 2021, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) approved the
first COVID-19 vaccine.
The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine
was the first vaccine to receive Emergency
Use Authorization (EUA) back in December
2020. Pfizer and BioNTech labs had since
been gathering data with the goal of achieving
full regulatory approval in 2021, which they
have now accomplished.
According to the FDA website, the vaccine
will now be marketed as Comirnaty and is
officially approved for those 16 years of age
and older. For those aged 12 through 15,
the EUA put in place in May 2021 is still in
effect. Additionally, in certain cases of those
who are immunocompromised, a third dose
of the vaccine may be administered.
As of Aug. 4, 2021, approximately 40%
of Arkansas’ population has been fully
vaccinated. However, Arkansas is facing the
third-worst outbreak in the country based
on new daily cases per capita. This appears
to be the driving force behind a new surge
of vaccinations. Since July, the number of
vaccinated people in southern states, which
have come to be known for vaccine hesitancy,
has more than doubled.
On Harding’s campus, wearing a mask
is no longer required; however, some faculty
and students have encouraged people to wear
masks, even those who are fully vaccinated,
in an attempt to protect those who are not.
Dr. Julie Hixson-Wallace of Harding’s
College of Pharmacy encouraged anyone
considering vaccination to “get their questions
answered by a healthcare professional they
Photo by MADISON MEYER
trust so they can feel comfortable with their
Professor of pharmacy Dr. Julie Hixson-Wallace prepares COVID-19 vaccination shots at the Aug. 27 vaccine clinic
vaccination decision.”
in the Liberty Room of the David B. Burks American Heritage Building.
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CAROLINE BIRDWELL
head copy editor
The Harding University campus is getting
a facelift, including a new welcome center,
Kendall Hall renovations and updated
parking spots — all with the goal to provide
prospective students, parents and visitors
with a great first impression.
Dr. David Burks, University president,
said the welcome center is projected to be
complete by January 2022 but as late as
March 2022. Donors provided the money
for the $1.5 million project.
“We don’t use tuition dollars for any
building project, so we had to raise the money,
but it was raised very, very quickly,” Burks
said. “People thought this was an idea that
really [needed] to be done … Harding has
a very bright future.”
Steve Lake, vice president of enrollment
services, said the welcome center came
to fruition because of a need to increase
enrollment.
“We were trying to get as many kids
committed to Harding down this spring as
possible,” Lake said. “But in that process,
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‘Our best front door’
Construction on campus

we also did a lot of assessment of, ‘What are
we doing? What’s working? What are other
schools doing? What’s working for them?’”
These questions brought Lake and the
admissions team two realizations: They
needed to replicate the Harding experience
as they recruited, and they needed more
recruiters to do so.
“It takes time to build real relationships
that are Christ-centered, and we’re doing
this because we love the Lord, and we want
to see Harding continue to transform lives,”
Lake said.
Hannah Harrell, director of visitor services,
said she is excited for the welcome center
because it will provide visitors with new
resources, like direct contact with Harding
students and a wider range of recruiters.
“It will greatly benefit Harding’s prospective
students by giving them a place for helpful
resources and an inviting center for interaction
with current students,” Harrell said.
The welcome center will be a more attractive,
comfortable, modern place for prospective
students to meet with each other and their
admissions counselors.

“We wanted to leverage the beautiful
side of our building, which is the front lawn,
so we’re moving the parking visitors to the
corner of Grand and Market,” Lake said.
“We wanted [prospective students] to walk
through the front door where they could see
the arch — see this beautiful front lawn.”
Burks echoed this plan, saying that Harding
needed an inviting welcome center.
“Our best f ront door … for visitors,
students and parents [is] to come in and
see the [front lawn], and so that led us to a
completely different design option.”
The welcome center will provide more
offices for admissions, financial aid and alumni
relations. Additionally, the Heritage Hotel
will be able to implement more space for a
breakfast room and check-in because the
former public safety office has been relocated
to a house on Center Avenue where parking
and transportation is located. Soon, public
safety will be on the first floor of Kendall Hall,
which was used last year to house students
infected with COVID-19. Prior to that it
was a women’s dorm. If students have to be
isolated on campus during the school year,

they will stay in the Heritage Hotel. Any
additional space required will be obtained as
needed, but there are no specifics at this time.
“[Kendall Hall] was going to be redone
into facilities for the History and Political
Science Department, and we have changed
those plans,” Burks said. “We’re planning to
build a new building for history and political
science and modern foreign languages at the
location where it is.”
Burks said they are raising money now to
update the Ganus Building, and they hope to
start construction in June 2022. The History
and Political Science Department would
reside in Kendall Hall during construction.
Currently, Kendall Hall is being remodeled
to house public safety, as well as some
admissions offices while the welcome center
is being constructed.
“Updating Harding’s facilities is always
exciting,” Harrell said. “It helps meet the
needs of our current Harding family, and
with our emphasis on growth – attract new
students to the campus. I think we have one
of the most beautiful campuses around, and I
want to share that with our future students.”

Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

Students pass by the Heritage lobby construction on Aug. 31. Construction began over the summer with plans to build more office space for admissions,
financial aid and alumni relations.

Football team to play first home game in two years
HAYLEY KATE WEBB
student writer
The Harding University Bison football
team will compete against the East Central
University Tigers at First Security Stadium
at 6 p.m. tomorrow. Saturday’s home football
game will be the first official collegiate
football game to take place on campus since
November 2019, following the cancellation of
the 2020 NCAA Division II football season
due to COVID-19. The football team’s game
against the East Central Tigers will be the

first of five home competitions to take place
at First Security Stadium this football season.
The coaches and players have continued
to prepare for the return of Bison football
despite the interruptions they faced. The
players who have worked and waited for this
season for an extended amount of time said
this season is particularly special.
“While every time we take the field
is special, having spent the last two years
training, pushing ourselves and working to
gain every inch we can for this season makes
me more thankful and ready than ever before

to be able to battle alongside my teammates,”
junior defensive back Grant Fitzhugh said.
Along with the game itself, several
additional game day traditions and activities
are slated to make a return during the 2021
football season. Among those are tailgating
festivities, the Thundering Herd band, the
brotherhood walk, performances from the
Harding University cheerleaders and a full
capacity stadium crowd.
“There’s nothing like holding hands with
your brothers 10 minutes before kickoff, praying
together and then walking out together onto

the field,” graduate student wide receiver
Michael Cendrick said. “I cannot wait to
experience that again.”
Tailgating festivities will begin at 3 p.m.
Saturday on the lawn in front of the Ganus
Activities Complex.
“From everything I understand, football
game days are as back to normal as they can
be,” head football coach Paul Simmons said.
“Full tailgate party, full stands, brotherhood
walk … We are back to normal and back
together. Get crazy on the front lawn. The
more the merrier.”

Photo provided by Ellie Shelton

The Bison football team practices for the first game of the season at First Security Stadium. The 2020 football season was canceled due to COVID-19.
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Keep moving forward

Ethan Brazell

Opinions Editor

SA President

'

eading into this school year, I have
been thrilled about all the potential
opportunities for growth and change this year
can bring. The past few Student Association
(SA) presidents have laid a great foundation
for initiating change in the coming years at
Harding. I also understand that promoting
change comes with potential conflict with the
existing establishment. I came into this role
expecting to encounter conflict and potential
pushback from leadership. Instead, for the past
few months I have enjoyed building relationships
with faculty and administrators. And instead
of finding enemies, I have found only friends.
Over the years at Harding, I have heard
countless people cite Harding’s leadership as
the enemy. I have heard students mention that
all of our problems are because of the deans,
professors, administration, the president and
the board of trustees. After interacting with
many of them over this past summer, I did not
find these accusations to be true. In fact, I’ve
found that many in Harding’s leadership also
deeply desire for the same type of change that
we students crave. Many of these administrators
are on your side and invested in your wellbeing.
Are these people perfect? No, of course not.
Are there topics you may disagree with them
on? Yes, there are. The people in leadership

have their flaws and mistakes, but as students,
we have our fair share of flaws as well. Instead
of making people into enemies, I want to
reframe how we view people. Let’s not be
quick to make people in the administration the
antagonist of our narrative. I have concluded
that people are not problems. People definitely
can cause problems, but they are not inherently
the problem.

Change only comes through
relationships with one
another.
– Ethan Brazell,
SA president

If people aren’t the enemy, then who is?
Both students and administrators share a
common foe, and that enemy is the status
quo. It’s easy for people to slip into status quo
thinking. Status quo isn’t always a bad thing,
for example, a status quo can maintain great
traditions. But many times, a status quo can
be a problem that has never been addressed.
There are status quos I would love to see us
get past as a community. The fastest way to
defeat the status quo is through relationships

'

'

State of
the BSA

An American
tradition

and conversations, because the status quo’s
hold is broken when we collectively move
forward together.
I believe in people. I have faith in the
redeemable nature of people. Instead of targeting
people as problems, critique their mistakes.
This paradigm shift in viewing people doesn’t
change that we should still be holding people
to a standard. If someone in leadership makes
a poor decision, then yes, they should be held
accountable. But we should be viewing those
in leadership as allies, not enemies. True change
takes time. Actual long-lasting change requires
us to make daily contributions in relationships.
Change also costs something of us, and it
requires our full commitment. Change only
comes through relationships with one another
and creating trust.
The SA’s theme for this year is “Keep Moving
Forward.” We believe, moving forward, that
people are the key to our success. Get to know
the people in leadership here at Harding. Build
relationships with them and share what you are
passionate about. I have faith in people, and I
fully believe that people are the solution, not
the problem.
ETHAN BRAZELL is a guest
writer for The Bison. He may be
contacted at ebrazell@harding.edu.

S

ometimes I wonder if I should be
panicking or not. In this instantaneous
information age, we’re often made to feel as
though things have never been worse — or
as though modern society is deteriorating
toward a point of no return. But are things
really that bad? Are the problems we face
today really as critical and momentous as
they are made to seem, or are they merely
our generation’s set of issues that can be seen
as comparable to the issues of preceding
generations? In simpler terms: Are things
really bad or just sort of bad?
These are questions that I wrestle with
from time to time, as I imagine many of
you do, as well. These are questions that are
especially relevant in an environment of higher
education and research, such as this campus. I
often read about these types of sociopolitical
issues in the news but rarely discuss them
with others. I hope for this column, and for
the Opinions page in general, to be a space
where we can address, debate and tackle
these issues in a constructive, respectful way.
As an American studies major, I confess
that I think about these types of national
issues quite a bit. I feel compelled to attack
today’s issues with a ruthless analysis of their
respective historical contexts, comparisons
and causations — all with the hopes of
somehow finding a solution or thought
or idea that could further bend the moral
arc of the universe further toward justice
events. We have planned opportunities for Black and tranquility. And when one considers
students and all students of color to strengthen the incredible privileges and comforts that
their connections with individuals who look students like me enjoy, and contrasts that
like them — for all students to be educated with the profound suffering endured by
on diversity matters, community enrichment those facing the immediate consequences
and more. The BSA is not an exclusive club of our societal shortcomings, the urgency
but an organization setting out to help foster a of this task reveals itself.
Thankfully, we have plenty of examples
safe and sacred space for Black students. Bring
your questions along with an open heart. We of forerunners in American history who
invite the chance to be heard by those who have helped pave the way and shown us how
do not share our experiences because that is to tackle the issues of social turmoil. I feel
how we better love one another. That is how inspired by the generations of Americans
who have come before us, who embraced the
we practice being disciples.
The officers and I hope that, through our challenges of their times with tenacity and
efforts, the BSA will be able to embody a taste compassion and left behind a better America
of what it means to be joy-filled and Black — than the one they inherited. In this spirit, I
complexity that sometimes gets lost in translation, aim to use this space to dive right into the
but hopefully and prayerfully, Harding will walk most pressing issues of our day with the
away with a heightened understanding of what hopes of furthering our national fight for
Black joy looks like. We thank you in advance progress and social healing.
I chose the title “A more perfect union”
for your participation in all that the BSA has
for this column because it reminds us both
in store for Harding this year.
of where we’ve been and where we’re going.
P H A L L E N R E E D i s a g u e s t We live in a country founded upon ideas of
writer for The Bison. She may be experimentation and idealism, and therefore,
contacted at preed1@harding.edu. it is the responsibility of every generation of
Americans to pick up the torch of progress
from the trailblazers who came before us. I
think these four words capture so much of
that story. They come from the preamble to
the Constitution, where they delineate one of
the core purposes for initiating the American
experiment. They tell the story of all the
progress that has been made in this country
over the past two and a half centuries. They
Overall,the new world Lorde has so graciously also imply that there will always be more
gifted us with is one of peace, tranquility and work to be done. They imply that America
contentment rather than one of angst and is at its best when it acknowledges its flaws
confusion. As much as I missed her 808 drums and actively seeks to correct them.
and the lyrics that made me feel like a rebel
With all that being said, I’d say that I don’t
without a cause, I appreciated her slowing think it is time to panic — at least not yet.
down, because it’s real. From “Pure Heroine” I’d say it’s time to take action. I plan to take
to “Melodrama” to “Solar Power,” you can see action with this column by addressing major
her transition from a teenage girl asking all of issues facing our national identity, politics
these questions to a content woman resting and culture. I invite you, reader, to join me.
comfortably in her mid-20s, okay with not I invite you to share your ideas with campus,
knowing all of the answers. This album is an as well, and write an opinion piece of your
acquired taste for those who are used to her older own if you feel so compelled. I hope that
work, but I hope you can come to appreciate here at Harding we will use this semester to
“Solar Power” for what it is. Pro-tip: If it’s your contribute to the American tradition of social
first time listening to the album, go outside.
reform in a way that helps contribute to a
more perfect union for the next generation.
J A D A R O B I S O N i s a s t u d e n t ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions
writer for The Bison. She may be editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at jrobison2@harding.edu. contacted at ejohnson7@harding.edu.

Black joy

Phallen Reed

BSA President

I
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A more
perfect
union
Eric Johnson

“ sn’t it amazing the way beautiful things find

trauma and heartache over the course of these
past few years. The BSA has touched on a lot
of those things previously, but right now, we
want our Black students to feel enlightened
and delighted when they come to a BSA event.
We want for those who participate with us
to laugh, make jokes and to smile more than
feeling somber or sad. We recognize that there
is a time for those emotions and we will make
room for them in the future. For a brief moment,
BSA would like to wash the feet of those who
take part in our organization.

us, climb into our laps without warning,
intimidate the worst parts of our day and only
ask that we notice them?” - Rudy Francisco.
In a time that is still laced with confusion
and pain, isn’t it amazing to find that joy still
lives? More specifically, it is so wonderful to
reflect on how God has given Black people a
unique gift to wield joy like a caged bird that
still sings.
Black joy is getting together on sad occasions
and still being able to crack jokes. Black joy is
writing poems at 1 a.m. because God’s creativity
does not stop just because it is the early hours
of the morning. It is yelling across the way at
another Black person, but this is not aggression,
it is greeting. It is appreciation. It is love. It is
gratefulness.
Black joy is so entrenched in our community;
it has gotten us through so much. It has served
as a break, a comma or a caesura; a moment of
pause to embrace the positive.That is why the
Black Student Association (BSA) officers and
I have chosen “Black Joy” as our theme for the
2021-22 school year. We, as a Black student
body and a people, have been through a lot of

Black joy is so entrenched in
our community; it has gotten
us through so much.
– Phallen Reed,
BSA President

Oftentimes, when an announcement is made
on behalf of the BSA, it is mentioned that it
is not solely for Black people on campus, and
that is true.The BSA welcomes all with open
arms to come to our meetings, devotionals and

The power of “Solar Power”
Jada Robison
Student Writer

A

fter four years, Lorde has finally returned
with a new, carefully crafted universe in
her hands ready to give to all who may need it.
The first single to drop from “Solar Power”
was the album-titled single “Solar Power,” and
at first I wasn’t sure how to feel. The song is a
simple, vocal heavy track with a guitar riff, which
is a huge leap from her 808 bass drums and
synths. As someone who was looking forward
to Lorde’s new era, it was a little disappointing
not to have the angst and bass that I am used
to from her.
Lorde seems to have found her inner peace
through the healing powers of the natural world,
namely the sun. Lorde stresses throughout her
entire album the power of the sun on one’s
life, as well as the importance of preserving
our environment. In the track “Fallen Fruit,”
Lorde sings about a future where the world is
uninhabitable, and we must leave to find a safe

staffEverett Kirkman

place to stay. While it is not my favorite track
on the album, I appreciated the message she
was trying to convey.
My favorite tracks on the album are “California,”
and “Secrets from a Girl.” In “California” Lorde
recounts the beginning of her journey and
the glitz and glam that came along with it,
as well as the pressures. In the song, Lorde is
saying goodbye to all of the superficial things
in exchange for the peaceful and authentic life
she has found in New Zealand. As someone
who longs for peace outside of the superficial
offered up to me, I appreciated hearing her
leave it all behind.
In “Secrets from a Girl,” Lorde imparts the
wisdom she’s gathered over the years upon her
younger self. This song feels like I’m hugging
my younger self and telling her all of the things
she needs to know before she embarks on the
journey of getting to where I am.
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Everett Kirkman

Editor-in-Chief

Caring enough
to be angry
I

am finding it increasingly easier to
be cynical about everything. Right
at the tail end of my supposed teenage
angst, a pandemic knocked the entire world
on its back. Every time it looked like we
were getting back up again, something
else knocked us back down — widespread
misinformation across media, racism under
the guise of tradition, a church divided
within itself, continual natural disasters
despite arguments against global warming,
claims of a rigged U.S. presidential election,
even a wave of a new variant of COVID-19.
Cue my perpetuated angst.
I have spent so much of the past 18
months being angry.
I have been angry with leaders at every
level of government. I have been angry
with people I used to look up to. I have
been angry with my own selfish responses
to events that unfolded before me. I have
been angry with the church and the often
intertwined misconception of American
exceptionalism. I have even been angry
that other people do not seem to be as
angry as I am.

'

'

Here’s to choosing to be
joyful while fighting for
progress.
– Everett Kirkman,
editor-in-chief

On the surface, I think I hide a lot of
that pretty well. I enjoy meeting new people
and making connections wherever they
can be found. I highly value comedy, and
I love to laugh — often at my own jokes.
In an attempt to keep up that outward
persona — for both the perception of others
and my own comfort — I do not always
let myself fully feel and fully process any
deeper, negative emotions. They build up
for a while, stay dormant, then all come out
in one dramatic moment. In a conversation
with a close friend, a rant on one topic
quickly turns into an all-encompassing rant
on every connected topic that frustrates me.
Every few months, I look back on the
season of life I am exiting and experience
a moment of clarity. For a couple of
hours — sometimes a few days — I feel
older, wiser, stronger, funnier and, for that
matter, prettier.
As I have been processing what I have
learned from this summer and shifting gears
back into school mode, I am learning a lot
about myself and the way I interact with
the world. I get angry about things that I
care about. I am passionate about causes
and issues that I see value in. That is not a
bad thing — but dwelling in anger, without
moving forward to action, will not solve
any of the inequity surrounding me. On
the other hand, ignoring anger, sadness or
pain will not make any headway.
Being hopeful for change is not inherently
unreasonable. I like to think that humanity
is made up of compassion, and kindness, just
as much as it is made up of pain. Feeling
angry can give us energy to act towards
change. Even energy sourced in anger can
be used towards a positive future.
So here’s to caring enough to be angry,
and here’s to using that passion for change.
Here’s to choosing to be joyful while
fighting for progress. Here’s to those that
have come before me and blazed a trail
that I can follow. Here’s to the people
who fought to walk so we all could run.
Here’s to growing. Here’s to new years and
new beginnings. Here’s to being kind to
yourself. Here’s to being hurt by darkness
but choosing to spread light regardless.
Here’s to being a work in progress.
EVERETT KIRKMAN is the editorin-chief for The Bison. She may be
contacted at ekirkman@harding.
edu.
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The comeback
of cinema

'
Nathan McSpadden
Guest Writer

Just
I the Clax

love movies. There’s nothing like a good
story that keeps you on the edge of
your seat right until the end. Now, I know
many people will argue that books are always
better, an opinion I respect, but there’s just
something special about watching a movie.
I think I speak for everyone when I say we
all have our favorite actors, quotes or scenes
from movies that mean the world to us.
So, when the pandemic shut down theaters
across the world, it was a sad time for film
fanatics like myself. Movie productions
came to a halt, films got delayed, and the
entertainment industry had to figure out
how to move on safely.
However, this summer, things started to
feel normal again as some theaters began
opening their doors and allowing visitors,
usually requiring space in between seats
for distancing. Many companies started
simultaneously releasing their films in
theaters and on streaming services like
HBO Max, Disney Plus, etc. Those are great,
but I just love the experience of going to
the movies. The giant screen, loudspeakers
and buttery popcorn are things I can try
to mimic at home, but they just won’t be
the same as the actual theater.
All that to say, I think we’re seeing the
return of cinema. It seems like people are

I

am worried about the divide in our
country. I’m not talking about our
politics, and I don’t mean our religious
differences. This isn’t about race or gender
or social class. I don’t even mean the
tensions between those who support
Carolina and those who — bless their
misguided hearts — cheer for Duke.
No, the problem that is tearing this
country apart is a literary one. It’s the
conflict between people who display their
books on the shelf with the spines outward,
and those who follow the disturbing new
fashion of turning books inward, so the
titles face the wall.
As with everything else these days,
the pandemic has really heightened the
contrast. Once Zoom conferences became
the new normal for projecting ourselves
to the world, we quickly realized the need
for interesting backdrops. Since you can
only look for so long at someone’s face
against a blank wall, lots of people have
opted to Zoom in front of the bookcase.
This elegant staging has the added
benefit of broadcasting your taste and
erudition. Obviously, everyone will be
looking at the books on the shelf to
see what you are reading. Even before
the pandemic, glancing at each other’s
libraries has long been a way of learning
about people’s personalities and interests.
Don’t you sneak a peek at your friends’
books? Don’t you secretly hope that your
friends steal a glimpse at yours?
It would not shock me to learn that
some folks have rearranged their bookcases
so that selected impressive volumes will
appear in the Zoom square f raming
their faces.
So, imagine my confusion when — at
the same time the pandemic is putting our
reading tastes front and center — along

eager for new movies, and I’m sure the
entertainment industry is ready to give
it to them. Numerous movies are coming
out this semester; I’m excited to see some
of them, and I hope other people are as
well. Marvel is releasing three new movies,
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten
Rings,” “The Eternals” and “Spider-Man:
No Way Home.” The “Spider-Man” movie
just released a teaser trailer last week that
almost broke the internet (355.5 million
views in 24 hours), so I think it’s safe to
say that movie is going to do well. Plus,
who doesn’t love Tom Holland?

Get out, get some friends
together and go enjoy a
movie.
– Nathan McSpadden,
guest writer

The hit Broadway musical “Dear Evan
Hansen” has been adapted into a movie and
will be released in September (bring your
tissues for that one). For those who enjoy
a good horror movie, “Halloween Kills” is

coming out this October; it’s a sequel to
the movie “Halloween” featuring the iconic
Michael Myers. There’s a new James Bond
film being released in October as well, “No
Time to Die,” starring Daniel Craig as
Agent 007. Another espionage movie comes
out in December, “The King’s Man.” It’s a
prequel to the Kingsman movies. A sci-fi
book turned into a movie, “Dune,” comes
out this October and looks like it’ll be really
interesting. And finally this November,
Tom Cruise’s “Top Gun: Maverick” will
be released after being pushed back several
times because of the pandemic.
It makes me happy to see that people are
getting excited about going to the movies
again. It’s such a fun thing, especially when
you get to share that experience with others.
The movies mentioned above are some of
the most anticipated films for the remainder
of 2021, and I hope they do well at the box
office. Get out, get some friends together
and go enjoy a movie.

NATHAN MCSPADDEN is a guest
writer for The Bison. He may
be contacted at nmcspadden@
harding.edu.

A spineless nation

Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

come the home decorators with a new
idea. They are now turning books around
so that the spines touch the wall, and the
pages face outward. You see it in every
magazine and on every design show on
HGTV. You might as well hang pictures
face down with the wire showing.
This makes no sense. The whole purpose
of displaying books is to set a good
example, to model the glory of a literate
and cultured home. With the spines turned
outward, conversations begin:
“Oh, you’ve got the Mr. Rogers biography.
I’ve been meaning to read that.”
“You should. It’s wonderful. Let me
tell you what he meant to my childhood.”
But now, the flavor of your literary
taste is lost in a sea of blank pages facing
the viewer. I really hate to single out Ben
and Erin Napier, a delightful couple
whose renovation show “Home Town”
is charming in every way. But they are
in the vanguard of this trend of reverse
shelf-stocking. They do it in every home
they remodel, and I can’t help but think
that each house would be so much more
personal if we could get a gander at what
the homeowners are reading.
Yet, the books are hiding. Are people
embarrassed? Are they reading tawdry
romance novels? Reader’s Digest Condensed
books? Justin Bieber’s biography? What is
it about their choice of reading material
that they don’t want us to see? John Updike

once used the phrase “the odor of faded
taste” to describe a teenager’s reaction
to his parents’ library. Maybe these folks
don’t want us to sniff out that they still
own copies of “Twilight.”
Whenever I see a row of books facing
inward, I feel sorry for them. It looks like
they’re being punished, like elementary
school kids with their noses in the corner.
Yes, I realize that not everyone reads
the books they have on display in their
homes. Many people simply use them for
decorative purposes. Fine. I cannot claim
to have finished every book I own, either.
Yet for hundreds of years, home decorators
have turned the spines outward to imply
that — at least in theory — they could
be reading the books.
The spine-to-the-wall-method, however,
abandons all pretense and announces
to the world, “I am never going to read
these things and you shouldn’t bother,
either. Instead, let’s look at the internet
some more.”
So there goes another great divide in
the world. Like the Big End-ians and
Little End-ians in “Gulliver’s Travels”
or the Yooks and Zooks from Dr. Suess,
who debate whether to eat the bread
butter-side-up or butter-side-down, the
book-turning controversy may seem trivial.
But it’s more serious than you think.
The more we outsource our reading
to digital devices (which cause our
comprehension to plummet, by the way),
and the more we hide our literary choices
with the titles to the wall, we create a
society that values books only as decor.
So, get a spine, readers, and show it to
the world.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At The Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public
it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge
to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for The Bison
staff, please email Everett Kirkman, the editor-in-chief, at ekirkman@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year,
by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY:
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Hipshire receives third All-American
Academic Honor
CHLOE SCHLIFFKA
student writer

1111
Arkansas
Student Loan
Authority
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Athlete Matt Hipshire practices for track and field events at the First Security
Stadium track on Aug. 29. Hipshire received an All-American Academic Honor for the third consecutive time since his freshman year this past season.

Graduate student Matthew Hipshire
received his third consecutive College Sports
Information Directors of America AllAmerican Academic Honor for last year’s
track season. This honor is one awarded to
students who have held a 3.30 GPA while
achieving athletic accomplishments.
Hipshire competed in the decathlon and
heptathlon for the Harding men’s track and
field team. These sports are achieved over
two days with multiple competitive events.
Hipshire is a decorated athlete, earning second
for the decathlon and setting Harding’s record
for his events completed in the heptathlon.
His accomplishments have not come easily.
During afternoon free time and after classes,
Hipshire dedicated, on average, 20 hours a
week to become a better athlete.
Balancing academics and sports is not
an easy task; however, it is one Hipshire
faced head-on.
“You just got to stay dedicated to both,”
Hipshire said. “I did get injured a lot, but I
always managed to stay focused on academics.”
Hipshire holds academics to a high
standard and completed his undergraduate
degree in engineering with a 4.0 GPA.
Valuing his academics, Hipshire committed
his mornings and evenings solely to school
work. Don Hood, Harding’s head crosscountry and track coach, praised Hipshire
for his achievements.
“It’s pretty rare,” Hood said. “Matt holds
himself to a standard that very few people
want to do … that’s the difference between
Matt and everybody else. He doesn’t just
want to do it, he demands it of himself.”
However, having such a high standard set in
academics and athletics does have its pressures.

“Everyone expects me to have the answer
… when I can’t, I feel like I’ve let them down,”
Hipshire said.
To overcome the stress of high demand,
Hipshire has learned to overcome it with
endurance.
“I don’t dwell on the pressure so much,”
Hipshire said. “I just figure out what the
problem is.”
When he is faced with setbacks, that does
not keep him from supporting his team. Senior
Alex Hindman, pole vaulter for the men’s
track and field team, supported this view.
“He’ll be there for the team and cheer us
on,” Hindman said. “I think that tells a lot
about his character.”
Hipshire not only pushed himself on the
field and in academics, but he also used his
skills to be a good leader for the team.
“He has great respect for his teammates,”
Hood said. “You earn respect in what you
do and what you say. Matt definitely lets his
actions speak for him.”
For two years, Hipshire was voted by the
team to be team captain.
“Everybody admires his work ethic and
how he handles himself,” Hindman said.
Hipshire’s leadership qualities not only
extended to the team, but also to the faculty
who surround him.
“It’s refreshing to see somebody who is
driven but doesn’t lose sight of what is real,”
Hood said.
Hipshire has worked to keep humility his
core value, as he believes that is what makes
a great athlete.
“It helps to keep it respectful and make
sure I understand who I’m doing this for,”
Hipshire said. “We’re all here to glorify God
and to make sure his name is known. Keeping
him as the center and taking myself out of
the spotlight allows me to work hard.”

ASLA
provides loan
help
sponsored ad

Need help paying for college?
We’re here for you!

$1,000 Scholarships! • Free College Planning Services
*
LOW-INTEREST EDUCATION LOANS
Student Loan • Family Loan
www.ASLA.info | 1-800-443-6030

*Borrow wisely and never pay for help with your student loans or financial aid process.

The Arkansas Student Loan Authority operates under the Arkansas Development Finance Authority, a division of the Arkansas Department of Commerce.

Student loans: They can feel like a
helpful friend when paying for school and a
burdensome enemy when paying them back.
The Arkansas Student Loan Authority
(ASLA) exists to make college more affordable
and accessible. ASLA’s goal is to provide a
friendly and efficient experience in receiving
your loans while also making your financial
situation manageable after you leave school.
ASLA is a state government agency that
provides college planning services and loan
counseling, along with several other college
financial aid related services.
“We encourage students and families to
search for free money first,” Tony Williams,
director of ASLA, said. “Search and apply for
scholarships and grants and Federal Direct
Student Loans before coming to us, and
never borrow more than you absolutely need.”
ASLA is known for its low interest
rates on private student loans compared to
national lenders such as Sallie Mae, Discover
and College Avenue. As a non-profit state
government agency located in Arkansas,
ASLA can focus on providing the lowest
rates possible to any student in Arkansas,
even if the student is from outside of the state.
When investigating private student loans,
it is very important to compare maximum
interest rates and not just the minimum
rates. ASLA currently has a maximum fixed
interest rate of 6.64%, while most national
lenders have maximum rates around 12%.
This difference can equate to a very significant
savings in interest over the life of the loan.
It is important to understand that any type
of loan is a serious responsibility. Private
student loans typically have minimum credit
score and income requirements. As a result,
a co-signer is usually required since most
students do not have the credit history and
income to meet the requirements.
Always do your homework when accepting
any type of financial aid and use your school
financial aid office as a resource to answer
any questions or to determine the best aid
options for your personal situation. Borrow
wisely and don’t let student loans become a
burdensome enemy!
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Knights hosts concert, features
Sparky & the Hills

Members from the band Sparky and the Hills perform on behalf of Knights
for a crowd of Harding students at Citizen’s Park on August 28th.
GABRIEL HUFF
assistant copy editor
Men’s social club Knights hosted a backto-school concert Aug. 28 in Searcy, featuring
the band Sparky & the Hills.
Celebrating Harding students’ return to
campus, Knights held the concert Saturday
in Citizen’s Park in Downtown Searcy. The
night primarily consisted of music, singing
and dancing with senior Bob Plunket serving
as a DJ to begin the event.
About an hour into the concert, a pickup
truck rolled onto the street, carrying the main
attraction of the night: Sparky & the Hills.
“Sparky! Sparky! Sparky!” the crowd said
as band members hopped off the truck’s cargo
bed and walked onto the Citizen Park stage
via a path formed by the audience.

The five-man band led the night with
performances of their own original songs,
opening with “Rock and Roll Band” and
later performing their first released song,
“Pretty Girls,” along with some cover songs.
Sparky & the Hills consists of five members:
acoustic guitarist Eric Johnson, guitarist
Jarod White, lead guitarist David Leibas,
bass player Whitney Burton and drummer
Michael McIntyre. White, an undergraduate
senior in Columbus, Ohio, said the group
debuted in Columbus in 2019 as a threemember band, with Burton and McIntyre
joining later. Since their debut, the band has
officially released 10 songs.
Knights’ concert marked the first time the
band has performed outside of Columbus.
W hite said he was excited about the
performance.

Photos by JILLIAN JARVIS

Harding students dance to the concert hosted by Knights in Citizen’s Park
on August 28th.
“It means a lot,” White said. “I think it
will be really important for us to not only
branch out of Columbus, but really see if
this is something we want to do and do
more traveling.”
During the concert, the band also sold
T-shirts, bags and stickers.
Senior Alex Minzler, Knights’ treasurer,
said the social club, Harding deans, the City
of Searcy and the band were all involved in
the planning of the event. The entry fee for
the concert was $5, which went toward White
County Domestic Violence Prevention Inc.,
a domestic abuse shelter. Minzler said there
were over 300 ticket sales.
Rather than going through the process
of forming a band for the concert, the club
invited Sparky & the Hills to perform since
Johnson, a Knights’ member and senior at

Harding, was in the band, Minzler said.
“Our plan as Knights executives coming
in this year were just [to] have as much fun
as we could with the short amount of time,”
Minzler said. “Especially with COVID
restrictions kind of backing off, we feel like
this is a good time to come in and hold
events like this.”
Junior Abby Foust, who attended the
concert, said she enjoyed having a large group
of people together again after experiencing
two COVID-19 semesters and felt happy
for the students who entered Harding as
freshmen last year.
“The sophomores are now enjoying a
little bit of campus life they didn’t get last
year, and that’s really cool to see that we get
to have a little bit of normalcy back with
this,” Foust said.

Serve Searcy returns with new energy
ERIC JOHNSON
opinions editor
The Harding student organization Serve
Searcy is starting back up this semester as
both new and founding members seek to
connect Harding students with the broader
Searcy community.
Serve Searcy engages in a variety of
service projects to help foster partnerships
between all types of people in a way that
meets the needs of Searcy residents.
Serve Searcy was started in 2018 by
senior David Walker, who was inspired by
a Bible study to find a new way to engage
with the Searcy community. Walker said
he had a desire to serve at the time but did
not know how.
“A lot of times there is this weird divide
between Harding and Searcy, and so we
were very intentional about trying to bridge
that gap,” Walker said.
Walker’s vision eventually led to the
creation of Serve Searcy, with the hopes
of creating a space for students to serve
and connect with Searcy throughout the
school year. But soon after starting Serve
Searcy, the outbreak of COVID-19 in 2020
effectively put a halt on all the organization’s
activities. One of the main activities Serve
Searcy hosted before the pandemic was a
bake sale that raised money to buy care

packages for struggling Searcy residents.
Now that Harding has eased its
COVID-19 restrictions, Serve Searcy is
ready to get back to work — and with some
new leaders. Junior Michael Keene and
sophomore Emily Justice are joining forces
with Walker to bring back Serve Searcy
with newfound energy and inspiration.
“We think it is important to have
connections with people so that we can
serve and love them in their circumstances,”
Justice said. “Understanding people is
essential to real change because we can
decipher the actual issues and how to best
help that benefits everyone involved.”
As new relationships begin to form,
the leaders of Serve Searcy are hoping to
help address not only the physical and/or
emotional needs of Searcy residents, but
also spiritual needs.
“I don’t want it to just be an
organization that brings Searcy together,”
Keene said. “I also want it to be something
that can bring Searcy closer to God.”
Dr. Carl Williamson, assistant
professor of Bible, and registrar Tod
Martin currently serve as faculty advisers.
Williamson said the mission of Serve Searcy
is directly connected to and informed by
the mission of Jesus.
“The Bible says that Jesus came
to serve, not be served,” Williamson said.

“The purpose of Serve Searcy is to serve
like Jesus and to encourage others to serve
like Jesus.”
One of the foundational components
of Serve Searcy is that the leaders are not
only interested in serving the community,
but also in partnering with the community.
Williamson spoke about his hopes for Serve
Searcy becoming a space for intergenerational
collaboration.
“I believe that students need to connect
with people who are not their own age and
people who are not just in this Harding
community,” Williamson said. “I believe it
will help students to be more well-rounded
and get them used to interacting with
people of all types.”
While there are no scheduled service
events announced yet, the leaders of Serve
Searcy have been brainstorming and planning
new projects for the semester. The primary
issue that Serve Searcy aims to focus on
this year is foster care in Arkansas. Other
events to look out for include “Swipes for
Searcy” in the cafeteria and hosting a bingo
night for the elderly.
“Serve Searcy is something that
anyone can step into, and it’s something
anyone can be a part of because anyone
can serve,” Walker said. “It doesn’t have
to take a mission trip or something like
that to go serve.”
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Harding students respond to events in Afghanistan
SOPHIE ROSSITTO
community editor

Graphic by COOPER TURMAN

Two Harding students with connections
to people in Afghanistan spoke with The
Bison about their perspectives on the Taliban
occupation of the country and the Harding
community’s response.
The Taliban took over Kabul, the Afghan
capital on Aug. 14. As of Aug. 26, the U.S.
had airlifted over 82,000 people out of the
country. However, many Afghans were still
attempting to reach the airport amid chaotic
conditions, according to an article by the
Associated Press.
Freshman Elizabeth Brooks, who lived
in Afghanistan as a child while her parents
worked in a Christian aid agency, said the
events in Afghanistan within the past month
broke her heart, especially because she had
formed relationships with the people in the
country.
“It’s a whole ‘nother level of emotion when
you can put a name, a face and a memory
with a specific person and think about, like,
I’ve had tea with that person, and I don’t even
know if they’re alive,” Brooks said.
Brooks said her family moved to Afghanistan
when she was three months old. Her mother
worked as a doctor, and her father worked
in the aid agency’s administration. Brooks
said her family was evacuated in 2014 when

conditions in the country became more
unstable. She did not give the name of the
organization in order to protect Afghans
who had been connected to the ministry.
Senior Coleman Bevill — whose brother
was serving as a non-combatant with the
U.S. Army in Afghanistan and working at
an airport to provide security, food and other
kinds of humane relief to people — said he
felt a lot of uncertainty when he learned that
the Taliban had entered the country’s capital.
“I just was really scared for my brother,”
Bevill said. “I didn’t even know if he would
be alive, really.”
The Student Association (SA) organized
a 24-hour prayer chain to address the events
in Afghanistan, Junior SA representative
Malachi Brown said.The chain was bookended
by two prayer circles on Aug. 25 and 26, in
which students gathered on the Front Lawn
after chapel to pray together.
“The idea is that at any given point for
24 hours, there is somebody in the Harding
community that is intentionally setting aside
time and praying,” Brown said.
Brooks said she was thankful the SA
started an initiative to pray for people in
the country.
“That means a lot to me as a student,”
Brooks said. “Just that they’re paying attention
to what’s going on, and they’re having a
response.”
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Pirates and privateers:

English class studies the literature of the seas
Graphic by COOPER TURMAN

While most classes repeat the same
material every year,the English Department’s
“Early Modern Studies: Renaissance to
Enlightenment” course chooses a new topic
to cover every time it is offered. The theme
for fall 2021 is “Pirates and Privateers.”
In an effort to combine multiple English
major classes covering different time periods,
the English Department created the upperlevel studies course with a twist.
“There was just no way to cover all the
great literature for three centuries,” associate
professor of English Russell Keck said. “It’s
helpful to have a guiding theme that allows
us to pick touchstone texts or hallmark
literary works and even to explore some
texts that we wouldn’t normally cover in a
traditional survey class.”
Keck teaches the course, and he chose
“Pirates and Privateers” to be the semester’s
point of discussion.

•~

“I think, culturally, the concept of pirates said. “There’s lots of room where I think even
is one that we keep reusing, returning to
undergraduates can start producing works
and repurposing,” Keck said. “I really love
that can be contributions to the scholarship
when we make connections between what
of this period.”
happened 400, 500 years ago with what’s
The class plans to study multiple literary
happening
works
about
right now
pirates, as well as
A lot of what we instinctively
and just seeing
many of history’s
that pirates
most infamous
think of when we talk about
are having
privateers,
pirates are things that have
this really
including Black
been mixed with both myth and
big cultural
Beard, Sir
history.
moment.”
Francis Drake,
Though
Anne Bonny and
pirates are a
Jack Rackham.
– Audrey Kernodle
hot topic in
“It's already
senior
pop culture
been really cool
today, there has
to see how much
been little research into their true history
of our cultural perception of pirates
and origins.
has come through myths and legends
“I chose this topic because, in fact, there’s rather than actual historical facts,” senior
not much scholarship — real, legitimate, in- Audrey Kernodle said. “A lot of what we
depth scholarship — on this period,” Keck instinctively think of when we talk about

”

MADISON MEYER
student writer

”

pirates are things that have been mixed with
both myth and history, so it's been fun to
begin sifting through which is which.”
The class offers an opportunity for
students to create works that could add to
the scholarship surrounding pirate history
and literature.
“Since it’s an upper-level course, it
doesn’t have lots of daily work and quizzes,
but students are responsible for producing a
research paper or research project that makes
a real contribution to [the] scholarship,”
Keck said.
The class is offered in the fall every other
year and is open to all majors. However, the
course typically only accepts a maximum of
12 students to promote classroom discussion.
“It's been eye-opening to learn details
about piracy that I'd never really thought
of before,” junior Ashlyn Buchanan said. “I
love the open forum for discussions that the
class has and all the pop culture we are able
to incorporate into it.”

Harding offers new forensic
science degree
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SHANNON KEYSER
student writer
The Chemistry Department is now
offering a bachelor’s degree in forensic
science, through which students can learn
things like how to compare fingerprints
and analyze DNA.
“It’s a really exciting degree program,”
Chemistry Department Chair Cindy
White said. “In actuality, crime labs are
not like CSI, but still I think that [forensic
science] will be a very rewarding career.
Every day … you’re figuring out a piece of
the puzzle.”
Assistant professor of chemistry
Chantelle Taylor has joined the Harding
faculty to work on the new program.
She worked at the Arkansas State crime
laboratory for 28 years in the trace evidence
section and will be the main adviser for
the degree. The program places a strong
emphasis in the sciences, particularly
chemistry.
“If you want to be a forensics scientist,
you really need to like science,” Taylor

said. “You’re going to have to take most
of your basic requirements for a chemistry
degree. In addition to that, we have a
forensic chemistry class that will have a lab
associated with it, a forensic microscopy
class, and … we will try to offer an
internship or some type of specialty where
you will [be] hands-on in the field.”
Along with science courses, certain
classes in the Criminal Justice Department
are also required.
“What the person does every day is
actually going to be chemistry and using
instrumentation, but … there is so much
more to [the] job,” White said. “[A forensic
scientist] has to go and testify. You have
to have a working knowledge of how the
criminal justice system works in order to
be able to understand the overall arching
theme of the job.”
Faculty, like White, believe the degree
has value beyond pure academics and
interacts with Christian values as well.
“Since Christians are all about the
truth, I think that’s what forensic chemists
are getting at: What is the truth of what

happened at a specific crime scene?” White
said. “I think that goes along hand-inhand with the Christian worldview, the
Christian mission and Harding’s mission.”
Several students have already decided to
major in forensic science and said they are
excited about the opportunity.
“I’ve always loved the science behind
criminology,” sophomore Cynthia Turner
said. “I love puzzles, I love solving mysteries,
so that’s why I wanted to put [on] the
science brain behind mystery books.”
Any students interested in learning
more about the forensic science degree
are invited to Taylor’s office in the PryorEngland Science Building in room 120.
“I would love to talk to you and tell
you more about what it’s like to really
work in a crime lab, and we’ll get you on
the right path to getting into some science
classes,” Taylor said. “I am super excited
and passionate about forensic science, and
I really want to pass my knowledge on to
the next generation of scientists.”
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Student spotlight:
Drum majors Erin Fouss and
Ola Kalafarski
JADA ROBISON
student writer
The Thundering Herd, otherwise known
as Harding’s marching band, has been
preparing for their first performance at
First Security Stadium post COVID-19
since the week before school began. There
is a lot of work that goes on behind-thescenes of the shows seen at every football
game, and the band’s drum majors play a
huge role.
Drum major Erin Fouss is a senior music
education major who has been involved in
the marching band since her freshman year.
Fouss said there are many responsibilities
for a drum major.
“We took care of band camp … teaching
everyone how to march because there [are]
some students that do come into Harding
without any marching experience,” Fouss
said. “We’ve been conducting the music
and leading them through what will be the
pre-game and the halftime show.”
Fouss said this year has been a bit of a
learning curve since they have not been
able to march in almost two years.

“There was definitely, for all of us, the
learning curve of, ‘Oh yeah, this is what we
did two years ago essentially,’” Fouss said.
“It was like having to refresh ourselves …
[but] it’s also given us the opportunity to
make things better than what they used to
be.”
Drum major Ola Kalafarski, a junior
who auditioned for the marching band
in 2019, was given a scholarship on the
spot and has been in the band ever since.
Kalafarski was a drum major for two years
at her high school and explained why she
loves the role.
“I loved being the person who people
could come to and [be] someone who is
reliable,” Kalafarski said. “As drum major,
you stand up there in front of everyone and
you wave your arms … you’re setting the
beat for everyone, and people are looking at
you, but it’s not just about that. It’s [about]
being the best person you can and someone
who people can trust.”
Kalafarski said one of her favorite things
to hear are the comments from the football
team to the band director, Eric Colgrove.
“I love talking about this with my band
director, because he keeps saying … how
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Drum majors Erin Fouss and Ola Kalafarski stand in uniform outside the
Reynolds center on August 31.
all the football players [say], ‘Without you
there wouldn’t be a game,’” Kalafarksi said.
“The football players would say how great
the band is and how it really hypes up the
audience and gets them more engaged with
the game.”
Colgrove spoke about on the special
athletic environment cultivated at Harding.

“It is rare to be in an athletic environment
like the one we have at Harding,” Colgrove
said. The emphasis on brotherhood,
camaraderie and family is felt across the
board. I want to commend all of the
coaches, players and our athletic director,
Jeff Morgan, for how they have shown their
appreciation toward the Thundering Herd.”
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Members of men’s social club Knights play Super Smash Bros. Ultimate in Allen Hall on Aug 25. This is the first year since 2016 that Knights members
were allowed to live on third floor Allen Hall after they were put on probation.

BEN LANE
news editor
Members of men’s social club Knights
are allowed to again live on the third floor
of Allen Hall this semester after a years long
probation ended.
For 23 years prior to 2016, members of
Knights lived on the third floor of Allen,
calling it Camelot. An incident in the spring
of 2016 caused the club to be put under
probation for five years by the University.
Currently, 19 members live in Camelot, with
the majority being sophomores and juniors.
Senior Cody Porter, vice president of
Knights, said he hopes to see Camelot grow
in the spring semester after the new members

Return of Camelot
of Knights join this fall. Porter said he wants
the new inductee class to fill the vacant rooms
and make Camelot their own.
“Whatever they want to do to make it
their own, they should do,” Porter said.
In his first year as a Knights member,
Porter said he heard stories about Camelot
from members who had lived there before
the probation, and he is excited to experience
it for himself.
Junior Thomas Burke said he is excited
to live in Camelot this year.
“When I got here on move-in weekend,
right away, it was just fun and exciting,”
Burke said. “I have never been more happy
with a living situation, and I’ve been here
for four days.”

Burke said his favorite part of Camelot is
how comfortable the environment is.
“A lot of times people approach social
interactions with an objective in mind …
but up [in Camelot], I feel like I can do
anything,” Burke said.
Living in Camelot will allow Knights to
discover who they want to be internally as a
community and externally as an organization,
Burke said.
Sophomore Curtis Chandler said he is
most excited for the stories and memories,
and he likes the idea of Camelot and living
with all of his friends.
“You’re with a lot of people that you’re
closer with, and it’s not just a random hall
where you don’t really know everyone on the

floor,” Chandler said. “It’s so casual. I could
just walk into my friend’s room and just goof
around and talk to him.”
Camelot isn’t as chaotic as Chandler
believed it would be rather, he said that it is
“relatively chill” during the day.
Serving as a resident assistant (RA) in
Camelot, Porter said working as an RA there
may pose extra challenges, but he believes
the residents will respect and listen to his
guidance.
“I think just from the conversations we’ve
had, they’ve shown that we’re up there to
have fun, and it’s going to be a great time
living together, but also they don’t want it
taken away,” Porter said.

Campus dorms remove curfew grace period
SARA MCCLARAN
features editor
At the beginning of the semester,
students learned that the residence halls on
campus no longer have a “grace period” —
a 15 minute block after curfew before the
doors are locked. According to the Dean
of Students Zach Neal, this change was
caused by students not respecting curfew.
“The ‘grace period’ was not a policy
but more of an understood procedure on
campus,” Neal said. “In receiving feedback
from students, the additional 15 minutes
became the time of curfew, which wasn’t
the intention.”
Junior Allison Willis, Searcy Hall resident
assistant (RA), said students were coming

in past midnight every single night and
were acting like curfew was at 12:15 a.m.
“Right now, I only get like six hours or
five hours of sleep every night and if [curfew
was] 15 minutes later, that would [mean]
less minutes for me sleeping,” Willis said.
“I do appreciate that extra 15 minutes.”
Neal made this decision after multiple
conversations with students, assistant deans,
resident assistants, residence life coordinators
and public safety.
“The big benefit I see with the shifting
in the grace period is that now the doors
locking aligns with the time the RA’s start
checking the rooms,” junior Nick Emlaw, an
RA for Keller Hall, said. “So when before
we’d start checking rooms at 12 o’clock —
but if we had a couple people showing up
at 12:15 right before the doors lock — then

we’d have to loop back through the rooms
to find the people who didn’t show up. And
if, say, they weren’t there and didn’t sign
out, we have to wait 15 minutes before we
started to contact [them].”
Neal said that he thinks this change will
make it easier on the residence life staff.
“I feel that having the residence halls lock
and alarm at the same time will cut down
on any confusion,” Neal said. “We want to
protect the four to five hours of curfew on
campus where we know that students are safe.
I sometimes joke, but maybe there is some
truth to this thought, that it makes us slow
down a little and hopefully study or sleep
more. We will continue to accommodate
students who have an emergency that keeps
them from being in their residence hall at
curfew.”

While the RAs are happy with the
decision, not all of the students have the
same perspective.
“A lot of people are just like, ‘Okay, I’ll
just make sure I’m in before the doors lock,
no big deal,’” Emlaw said. “But people who
tend to use that time — some of them aren’t
too happy with having to be back in the
dorm 15 minutes sooner.”
While the grace period is no longer in
effect for residential curfew, the campus
curfew has not been affected.
“Residential curfew is at midnight on the
weekdays and at 1 a.m. on the weekends,”
Neal said. “All-campus curfew is at 12:15
a.m. or 1:15 a.m., allowing guests to leave
at residential curfew but still have time to
get to their vehicle.”
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